
 

FOREWORD 
 
 

 
 
The Industrial Injuries Advisory Council (IIAC) came into being with the passing of the 
National Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act 1946, so to mark the 60th Anniversary we have 
produced a special publication. 
 
The first Workmen’s Compensation Act was passed in 1897, but it was not until the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act 1906 that six diseases were placed on a scheduled list: Anthrax, lead 
poisoning, mercury poisoning, phosphorous poisoning, arsenic poisoning, ankylostomiasis. 
 
The same year, 1906, a committee was set up to “inquire and report” what other diseases were 
occupational in origin.  The Committee was chaired by the Minister, Herbert Samuel MP, and 
though properly referred to as the report of the Departmental Committee on Compensation for 
Industrial Diseases, is better known as the Samuel Report. 
 
It seemed highly appropriate, in marking the 60th Anniversary of IIAC, to acknowledge the 
centenary of its predecessor.  Also included is the Departmental Committee’s second report of 
1933. 
 
Whether seen in terms of medical science, history or social commentary, the Samuel Report 
makes interesting reading and we hope you enjoy this publication. 
 
We express our sincere thanks to Clare Hitchcock and Diane Pierre in the Health, Work and 
Wellbeing Directorate, Department for Work and Pensions, for their skilful and painstaking 
reproduction of the text of the original report. 
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